This year brought considerable activity, preparatory to our Congress in August. One special issue of interest to our membership concerns publication of our journal Insectes Sociaux. Our Executive Committee (President Koos Boomsma, Editor Johan Billen, and myself) has been actively analyzing our relationship with Birkhäuser. Despite a very attractive offer from Birkhäuser, we have decided to pursue a contract with another publisher. Negotiations are continuing, and we intend to present a complete proposal to our membership in August. This decline in membership is worrying, and no doubt reflects our troubled world economy. I hope to report increased membership for 2010 due to our upcoming Congress. Respectfully Submitted, Secretary-General Please send any suggestions, comments, or gripes to herbers.4@osu.edu Insect. Soc. (2010 ) 57:249 DOI 10.1007 Insectes Sociaux
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